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between Cambrai and Le Gateau on the front Crevecoeur
-Reumont formed the crisis of the several days' fighting
in pursuit of the British, which has been collectively
termed the ' Battle of Solesmes/* Early in the morning
Marwitzfs Cavalry Corps attacked through Wambaix-
Beauvois-Quievy against the enemy retreating in a
westerly direction,! forcing part of the hostile force
southwards, and holding it till the advanced guards of
the infantry corps arrived on the scene. The IV. Corps
engaged strong British forcesj on the front Caudry-
Troisville-Reumont at about 9 ajn., and got into a
difficult position against a well-entrenched enemy .§
The IV. Reserve Corps was therefore ordered to make
an outflanking attack against the northern wing of
this position, and the III. Corps a similar attack against
its southern flank.ji
** The former corps, however, came up against French
troops near Cattenieres,^[ and the latter corps, ordered
to march on Maretz, did not get farther than Honnechy
on the 26th, so that the attempted outflanking operation
* See Xote 25 p. 79.
f The Britisii were not retreating on the morning of the 26th3 and
made no movement westwards.
$ Two divisions of the II. Corps, which the HI. German Corps
also attacked.
§ The entrenchments made by the British were of the most hasty
description. Some had been dug in the right and centre by the
inhabitants; they provided only the scantiest cover, and in some
cases, to avoid damage to crops, were so sited as to be useless and
dangerous.
fl The British position in fact ran east and west.
f According to the narrative of Captain Wirth quoted belowa
there were no 3?rench troops on the left of the 4th (British)
Division so far east as this at the time of the attack of the IF. Re-
serve Coqje. German cavalry driven back by the £th division were
time. He distinctly states that the 7th Reserve Division attacked
the British.

